
Our Viewer enables exploration of our output data
https://trees.pgc.umn.edu/app



General Guidance for using the Viewer
Our viewer was developed to function with Mapbox Studio and browsers that support WebGL: Google Chrome, 
Apple Safari 9 and above, Microsoft Edge 13 with the Win10 update, and the latest Firefox.  Our viewer is not 
compatible with Internet Explorer.  We cannot guarantee that our viewer will work with browsers that only 
support WebGL experimentally.

The URL of the Viewer is important.  Saving the URL will take you back to exactly the same viewing area and 
zoom factor, e.g. “https://trees.pgc.umn.edu/app?zoom=9.00000&lng=14.51161&lat=12.58932”

There are two viewing modes: Terrain and Satellite.  The Terrain mode only displays tree crowns while the 
Satellite mode displays tree crowns superimposed upon Mapbox’s background imagery.  Many find it useful to 
use Terrain mode for data exploration and then switch to Satellite mode for setting context.

There are portions of 94,502 Maxar images that were selected for our input mosaics. When you click on image 
data in the viewer, the image particulars for the Maxar quick look image associated for that image will be 
displayed.  Users must register on the Maxar website to be able to ascertain particulars about images in 
question.  Also, there is not a 1:1 mapping or display of the Maxar quick look image and the incorporation of 
that image into our input mosaics.  Frequently, input images may be broken up into multiple image segments 
that are not contiguous within our input mosaics.

Please bring comments or observations to our attention in the comments section 
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1. Search image id in https://evwhs.digitalglobe.com/ after login

https://evwhs.digitalglobe.com/


2. Get metadata by 
toggling the grey box 
on the right-hand 
corner and clicking on 
the three lines that pop 
up



3. A menu should pop 
up where you can
select” View 
Metadata” and a new 
window will appear.



Sample metadata for ID 103001009C5A0C00

A detailed list of metadata 
is provided by Maxar for 
the full image strip that 
was used for each mosaic 
cutline. 

The metadata provides 
important information on 
image quality, which 
affects the tree detection 
algorithm. 



Maxar uses a different cloud detection algorithm than MODIS, and the calculated area is a 
full image strip as opposed to the partial images input to the mosaic. Cloud cover 

percentages therefore may be different on Maxar metadata. Maxar does not include 
aerosol optical depth.  

Comparison of MODIS and Maxar (DG) cloud 
fraction


