
Global Soil Types, 0.5-Degree Grid (Modified Zobler) 

Summary: 

A global data set of soil types is available at 0.5-degree latitude by 0.5-degree longitude 

resolution. There are 106 soil units, based on Zobler's (1986) assessment of the FAO/UNESCO 

Soil Map of the World. This data set is a conversion of the Zobler 1-degree resolution version to 

a 0.5-degree resolution. The resolution of the data set was not actually increased. Rather, the 1-

degree squares were divided into four 0.5-degree squares with the necessary adjustment of 

continental boundaries and islands. The computer code and documentation used to convert the 

original 1-degree data to 0.5-degree are available as a companion file. A JPG image of the data is 

provided in this document. 

The 0.5-degree soil type data in this data set are provided in three formats: the original ASCII 

format, GRID ASCII, and ARC/INFO EXPORT (*.e00). Separate companion files contain the 

soil type and continent codes used in the data set. The GIS format information is contained in the 

companion readme file 

[ftp://daac.ornl.gov/data/global_soil/ZoblerSoilDerived/comp/readme.txt]. 

 

Image of 106 global soil types available at 0.5-degree by 0.5-degree resolution.  

Additional documentation from Zobler's assessment of FAO soil units is available from the 

NASA Center for Scientific Information. 

Data Citation: 

Cite this data set as follows (citation revised on February 4, 2003):  

Post, W. M., and L. Zobler. 2000. Global Soil Types, 0.5-Degree Grid (Modified Zobler). Data 

set. Available on-line [http://www.daac.ornl.gov] from Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

ftp://daac.ornl.gov/data/global_soil/ZoblerSoilDerived/comp/readme.txt
http://daac.ornl.gov/SOILS/ordering_original_zobler_doc.htm


Distributed Active Archive Center, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, U.S.A. 

doi:10.3334/ORNLDAAC/540.  
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