
BOREAS RSS-14 GOES-8 LEVEL-1A VISIBLE, 

INFRARED AND WATER VAPOR IMAGES 

Summary: 

The BOREAS RSS-14 team collected and processed several GOES-7 and GOES-8 image data 

sets that covered the BOREAS study region. The level-1a GOES-8 images were created by 

BORIS personnel from the level-1 images delivered by FSU personnel. The data cover 14-Jul-

1995 to 21-Sep-1995 and 12-Feb-1996 to 03-Oct-1996. The data start out as three bands with 8-

bit pixel values and end up as five bands with 10-bit pixel values. No major problems with the 

data have been identified. The differences between the level-1 and level-1a GOES-8 data are the 

formatting and packaging of the data. The images missing from the temporal series of level-1 

GOES-8 images were zero-filled by BORIS staff to create files consistent in size and format. In 

addition, BORIS staff packaged all the images of a given type from a given day into a single file, 

removed the header information from the individual level-1 files, and placed it into a single 

descriptive ASCII header file. The data are contained in binary image format files. Companion 

files include (1) an image inventory listing to inform users of the images that are available and 

(2) example thumbnail images.  

A guide document which includes more information about this data set can be found at 

http://daac.ornl.gov/boreas/RSS/goes81a/comp/RSS14_GOES8_L1A.txt.  

ORNL DAAC maintains information on the entire BOREAS Project.  

Data Citation 

Cite this data set as follows:  

Newcomer, J. A., and E. A. Smith. 1999. BOREAS RSS-14 GOES-8 Level-1a Visible, Infrared 

and Water Vapor Images. Data set. Available on-line [http://www.daac.ornl.gov] from Oak 

Ridge National Laboratory Distributed Active Archive Center, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, U.S.A. 

doi:10.3334/ORNLDAAC/446.  
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Data Format: 

For information about image inventory dataset Parameter/Variable Names, Variable 

Description/Definition, and Data File Format see this companion file 

http://daac.ornl.gov/boreas/RSS/goes81a/comp/goes81a.def  
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